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Abstract

The purpose of this independent study was to study the
conditions, problems and needs for development concerning English
language teaching through the Concentrated Language  Encounters
Approach. The focus was on learning objectives setting, instructional
activities organization and evaluation of 17 English teachers from 17
primary schools in Muang District, Lampang Province. Instruments for
collecting data included a questionaire for 15 teachers and an observ-
ation form for two teachers. The data were analyzed by frequency,
percentage and presentation. The results were as follows.

Most teachers selected learning objectives from both Concentrated
Language Encounters handbooks and the "English Is Fun" manual. In

organizing the activities, most teachers selected the activities suggested



in the Concentrated Language Encounters handbooks and used five stages
of the approach in teaching. Measuring and evaluating tools mostly used
were self-constructed observation,

Most teachers spent much more time on classroom instructional
activities than what they had planned. They felt their wmeasuring
and evaluating tools needed improvement.. Pre-teaching preparation was
problem for most teachers since they were unable to find time- in all
activity organization. Besides, the teachers found that the texts
for Concentrated Language Encounters teaching contained too difficult
words and structures, Most students, therefore, could not retain the
words and the long sentences.

In terms of each stage of teaching, the objectives and
activities were in accordance with the principles of the Concentrated
Language Encounters Aproach. However, some problems were quite obvious
such as, in stage one, while some students could understand and recognize
the story, some could not; in stage two, some students were uneasy to
express themselves; in stage three, only a few students could give
statements for teachers to write on.charts; in stage four, the teachers
spent too much time in explanation about doing the big book; in stage
five, teachers had no time to prepare for game materials.

Althought there were some problems, most teachers thought that
the Concentrated Language Encounters Approach gave more valuable results
because it helped increase students’ confidence in speaking, performing
and creative thinking more than other approaches did Students were

more interested in reading. Furthermore, this approach encouraged



students to actively participate in every teaching stage and provided
students with opportunity in using English. Helps the teachers needed
most concerned further training and ability to select appropriate books.
Teaching aids and instruments for evaluation should be cooperatively

prepared in order that teacher would not be too overloaded.



