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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate the illness
behaviors, the relationships and the influence of factors which effect
the illness behaviors of the informal labourer at Thawai village,
Hang Dong District, Chiang Mai Province. The study considered many
factors involved such as ; personal character, health belief, health
locus of control and the govermment health services. The study examined
the informal labourer’s belief in the cause of disease, the wvalue and
social network that effected the informal labourer’s behavior when
they become ill. The study of the population aged between 15-60 years
old, they lived in Thewai Village and their occupations are mostly
harndicrafts. They used to be ill between Octcber 1, 1995 to March 31,
1966, one of each house from a total member of 162 houses. The method
used interview questionaire and indept-interview. The data was
analysed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, multiple
correlation coefficient and multiple regression analysis.

The results of this study were as followed :

1. Most of the illness behaviors of the informal labourer were
self-caring, seeking no treatment, modern medicine treatment and
traditional medicine respectively.



2. There was statistically significant correlate between government
health service in check-up and age and illness behaviors at the .01
and 0.5 level respectively.

3. It was found that government health service in check-up and
age to be significantly effected to illness behaviors at the .05 level.

The prediction equation in standard-score was as follow:

A
BEHA

27.5015 (SERV,) + 1.0241 (AGE) + 59.0366

4. The informal labourer’s belief in the causes of disease, value
and social network that effected to illness Dbehaviors were as the
following

4.1 Most of male informal labourer believed that respiratory
disease, headache, dizziness, dementia caused of low resistance but
female informal labourer believe that those of illness caused of
occupation,

Informal labourer believed that muscle pain, abdominal pain,
skin disease, stress, accident and eye disease caused by occupation,
their illness behaviors are self-caring and medical care. They do not
believed that weakness caused by occupation, so they do not care and seek
threatment for their weakness.

4.2 When they get sick going to clinic in District is their
first choice and the second choice is treating themselves by using
medication bought from grocery store in the village.

4,3 Most of the informal labourer diagnosed the kind of
i llness behaviors themselves by used past experience in curing, their
cousin, friends or neighbour do not effected to illness behaviors

but coworker effected to illness behaviors.



