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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to compare the English reading
comprehensién gained from simplified texts and elaborated texts. The subjects werc
Mathayom Suksa level 5 science-mathematics students in 7 private and public ‘secondary
schools under the supervision of the Ministry of Education, within the Chiang Mai Muang
District; namely Kawilawittayalai, the [Prince Royal's College, Montfort College,
Yuparatwittayalai, Wattanothaipayap, the Demonstration School of Chiang Mai University
and Horpra. The total number of these participants was 450. The instruments of the
research were 10 simplified and 10 elaborated texts drawn from 10 English language texts
taken from various sources, with a total of 29 literal and 14 inferential questions. The paper
required each student to read both simpiified and elaborated texts, then to answer
questions measuring théir reading édmprehension at the literal and inferential levels. The
time allowed was 100 minutes. The researcher then subjected their scores to statistical

analyses, namely the arithmetic mean (X)), standard deviation (8.0.) and t-test.




The findings were as follows ;

1. The English reading comprehension scores in response to literal questions
of the students who read simplified texts were significantly higher than those of the students
who read elaborated texts at the level of .01.

2. The English reading comprehension scores in response to inferential
questions of the students who read simplified texts were significantly higher than thbse of

the students who read elaborated texts at the level of .01.



