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Abstract

This study was aimed at examining factors related to futher
studies and entry into the l‘abour‘ market of prinﬁw school graduates
in Wiang Pa Poa District, Chiang Rai Province during the 1995 academic
year.

The study sample comprised 211 students went on to higher
grades and 43 students who did not. Each group was asked to respond
to two different sets of questiomnaires.

| Study findings were as follows :

Most students in the first group were from rather well-to-do
families, fared relatively better in terms of previous learning
achievement and quite inspired by their parents’ moral  support for

their furhter studies. Their parents constantly provided them with




useful advice during primary school years d&épite the fact that the
parents themselves had only primary education background and were
agriculturists. Families in this group had 1-3 children each and
samples students were mostly the youngest. Their further inspiration
came T rom what they had read in newspapers.

Most of them felt that the country would fare better its
citizens had higher education and those with higher—than-primary
education background would be much better off and have more income.

bn the other hand, most students in the latter group, though
with rather good academic standing; came from families with
economic well-being. However, they wanted better incomes and intended
to have stable occupations. Most of their parents finished only
primary education, but considerably influenced their children’s
decision to‘work instead of continued education. Their work-oriented
decision was also inspired by television stories which conveyed
successful careers of those without higher education. They were told
that deligent and hard-working people without high educational
credentials could also make it economically, be recognized socially and

contribute to the comtry’é progress and prosperity.



