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Abstract

This study was set out to examine the state of affairs regarding the Thai language
instruction in Chiang Mai Province private schools’ lower secondary classrooms. Areas examined
included Curri_culum-related issues and problems and textbooks, instructional methods and
activities: instructional media usage; measurement and evaluation; extracurricuiar activities and
instructional supervision. Altogether, 70 teachers from ™ 20 schools comprised the study
population. Study instruments were a rating-scale questionnaire, an instructional media survey
inventory and an instructional observation form. Collected data were anaiyzed using percentage,
arithmetic mean and standard deviation. Findings were as follows :

1. it was found that in every examined areas above the usage of curriculum,
textbooks and -instructional media as well as the performance of those intended activities were at
a medium level. Also, instruction-related problems in each aspect weré rated at a medium level.

2. The actual usage of instructional materials and media varied depending upon their
types, i.e., material and rethodology-based. However, the degree of usage of media and
materials in both types was small while the expressed need to make use of them was found to
be at a medium level. As regards their quantity every item was found to be inadequate and so
was the degree of its actual usage. B

3. Based on observations, it was found that 72.92% of prescribed items in the
observation form were followed by teachers. It was also revealed that teachers with more

teaching experience tended to tailor their instruction to meore suit contents stipulated in



prescribed items. Moreover, they were better able to persuade and motivate students to master
required subject contents.

4. Teachers were of the opinion that ;academic supervision was very important and
necessary because its results were crucial to? instructional improvement as well as the
improvement of the division’s instructional managément. They couid also serve as guidelines for
more effectively tackling other instruction-related problems. On the contrary, lack or absence of
such 'supervision could lead to the opposite. In addition, it was found that most teachers felt
their current teaching and teaching methods were still far from adequate and satisfactory.

Therefore, supervision in these areas was most needed.



