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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the customs, traditions and
culture of Red Lahu, (2) the general background of information’ s receives from other
agencies (3) agencies’ s credit and (4) types of information and information needs to
improve the standard of living of Red Lahu community.

The researcher stayed in the village for 2 months to collected data. The data were
devided into 2 groups (1) qualitative data were Key Informant Interview such as @ the
head of village and the elder people in the village and participant observation and (2)
quantitative data by the use of interview forms with the samples of 84 villagers. The result
of this research can be concluded as follows :

The average age of the samples was 25.6 years , the majority of them were non
education, their literacy were at the low level, |

The villagers received information mostly (39.3%) from the village headman
while 32.1% and 26.2% from Thai-German Highland Development Programme and
public health workers. When the villagers expressed their understanding of what these three
sources gave information it was found that level of understanding of information from the
village headman was 76.97% , from Thai-German Highland Dévelopment Programme

officers was 56.12% and from public health officers was 62.57%



They gave their credit about the sources of information, the head of village and
Hilltribe Development and Weilfare Center. The majority of them needed the informations
about mango’ s plant and cow’ s domesticate (36.9% and 32.1%) and the types of
information they need were training and lecture in the village (77.4%)

The Hypothesises testing of factors that found significantly correlate with
information needs to improve the standard of living of community were as follows : age,
wealth, literacy, contact with agency, listening to the radio and traveling to the city. The
other test of factors significantly correlate with sources of information’ s credit were as
follows : age, wealth and literacy.

The results of comparing the information needs to improve the standard of living of
community between male and female, found that male needed about swine's rearing,
soybean’s cultivating and health care of people more than female while comparing the
sources of information’s credit that different sex gave to these three sources, male gave
their credit more for the information provided by .Thai—German Highland Development
Programme, Hilltribe Development and Welfare Center and public health officers than
female.

The researcher suggested that information should also be given to female and the
youth (not only to male). Especially for the youth they badly need information about
career seeking for their future. The outsides should realize that villagers had difficult time
to understand the messages delivered. And the most important of all advice should be

practical enough to suit the villagers’ situation.



