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Abstract

An ethnobotanical study of Tai Lue of Ban Hia, Hmong of Ban Doi Tiu and Yao
of Ban Suncharemn in Nan Province was conducted to investigate the traditional usage of plants
for their daily life. The study started by interviewing the villagers about the common name of
plants, the parts of usage and its benefits. Collected specimens were identified for their
scientific names based on morphological characters ard compared with information from flora
reference and the specimens at the Herbarium, Royal Forest Department.  All specimens were
stored at Ethnobotanical Research Section, Biology Department, Faculty of Science, Chiang
Mai University.

The result was indicated that a total of 273 species in 221 genera and 98 famili&;,s
could be utilised by the hill tribe. The plants were devided into 4 groups: 98 species of food
plant, 162 species of medicinal plant, 11 species of economic plant and 31 species of other
usage. Among 273 species, an endemic species was recorded: Macsa glomerata K. Larsen &
C. M. Hu a small tree which Hmong used its was from the boiled root as a medicine to cure
chronic sicknesses. An interesting species is Sorghum vulgare var. saccharatum Boerl. which

yield sweet stem is similar to Saccharum officinarum Linn. but the fibers are rougher. Besides



its seed can be used to feed animal. A large number of this species should be promoted as
raw material for sugar industry. Ripen fruit of Rubus alceifolius Poir., Rubus eHiﬁlicus forma
obcordatus Franch and Rubus moluccanus Linn. have sweet and sour taste good to make jam.
Moreover rhizome and fruit of Alpinia zerumbet Burtt & R.M. Smith is consumed by Yao
and Hmong while the very beautiful inflorescence could also be promoted as an ornamental
Species.

Some interesting medicinal plants are Dioscorea bulbifera Linn. that male Hmongs
use as aphrodisiac, while whole parts of Cyperus sp. and Scleria terrestris Fassett are used by
female hmongs for an abortion. = Moreover, the the water from boiled root of Clematis

smilacifolia Wall. is used by Hmongs to cure gonorrhea.



