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Abstract

The study of the political culture of the middle class in Muang District,
Chiang Rai Province aimed to examine factors affecting political leaming, attitudes of
the middle class towards Thai politics and government, and to study factors affecting
the determination of regular practices in political development of the middle class in
Muang District, Chiang Rai Province. The sample were 160 people, drawn from 4
groups of 40 each, who were 18 years old up in Muang District, consisting of
businessmen, civil servants, govemment enterprise officers, and employers.
Questionnaires wére used to collect data which were then ‘analysed by means of
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. Relationship between variables
were tested by chi-square and analysis of variance. The findings were as follows :

Most of the sample were males, 31 years up, whose educational levels were
bachelor degrees or up, with salaries more than 15,000 baht per month. The sample
were intérested in poliﬁcs by following it from newspapers and televisions. Most of
them went to the ballot for every general election, and some were members of political

parties.



The sample agreed that the new constitution was suitable to the government of
Thailand. According to the structure of Parliament in the new constitution which
consists of party hst, the election will be considered from the bases of political parties
rather than individuals. They were not sure whether Thai politicians would have
enough sacrifice to their people. Therefore, it is required that there should be political
reform. They also concluded that coup detat by the military is illegitimate. Besides,
they suggested that mass communications be free from political control. Apart from
that, they didn’t want to be subjected to authoritarian rule as well as to have close
connection with political leaders for the sake of personal opportunities. In addition,
when considering their political behaviours, the study found that the middie class of
Chiang Rai tend to have political culture in the form of “subject participant political
culture . Moreover, it can be concluded that gender, income, occupation and level of
educational produce different political stand points as far as the sampled population are

concemned.



