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Abstract

The study on the problems and obstacles in the operation of the trading post along
Thai — Myanmar border at Kew Pha Wok, Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province has
three respective objectives : 1) to study the operation and progress of the Kew Pha Wok
Trading Post concerning the promotion of border economy policy and Thailand’s relations
with its neighbor, 2) to study and evaluate problems and obstacles eﬁ'ectmg the operation
and progress of this trading post both from the Thai and Myanmar sides, and 3) to study on
the direction and prospect of this trading post in the possible development towards the

permanent trading post in the future. |
This study has collected data from research paperﬁ, academic articles, seminar
proceedings, and other public and private document as well as the interviews from both the
public and private sectors whose roles are related to the operation of this trading post. The
number of interviewees are 18. The theoretical cdncept of this study is based on concepts of
interdependence or mutual dependence and globalization. | '
The study has found that problems and obstacles in the operation of this trading

post are threefold, namely : |

1) The Myanmar military junta still has some reservation agpinst the development
concept by placing more emphasis on security problem than snationsl economic

development.



This, in turn, makes the chance of the trading post development dependent on the border situation
factor, which, in effect, stows down the development process of this trading post.

2) The Myanmar military junta is still doubtful of the Thai attitude, especially in
economic motives. This was due to different levels of economic interdependence between
Thailand and Myanmar at this trading post which the latter saw it disadvantageous to the Thai
side. Besides, the Myanmar authorities are dissatisfied with the exisﬁné barder trade agreement
which the Thais still have control of certain imports particularly agricultural products that the
Myanmar side wants to be corrected.

3) Differences of opinions and lack of common position between the public and the
private sectors from the Thai side have resulted in the delay of progress in a concrete
collaboration as far as the operation of this trading post is concerned. They should agree on a
common goal before launching this plan

Some observation can be made from this study that everyone concerned should agree
to each other on the importance of this temporary trading post which will boest border economy
and bring about economic spill-over to other neighboring countries. This will also lead the Kew
Pha Wok trading post to become the permanent post in the future. Therefore, it is appropriate for
every party concerned fo raise the problems and obstacles earlier mentioned for serious
deliberation on a regular basis so that the chance of success in northern border economic

development becomes more possible.



