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Abstract

The objective of this study was to estimate demand for imports of Thailand by
using data from the lastest Input - Output Table of Thailand 1990-.

Data used in this study were : (1) import data from 180 x 180 Input - Output
Table of Thailand 1990 aggregated to 10 x 10 table or 10 sectors in consistent with
Standard Intemational Trade Classification (SITC} category ie. food, beverage and
tobacco, crude materials, mineral fuel and lubricant, animal, vegetable oils and fats,
chemicals, manufactured goods, machinery, miscellaneous manufactured goods and
_ miscellaneous transaction and commodities. Due to import data from input-output table
were not yeatly available, therefore (2) other influenced independent variables on import
were brought in ie. relative price of import, time trend and cyclical change and use in
addition to data from the previous source 10 estimate import of the 10 sectors mentioned

above from 1972 to 1998.



The results of the study showed that in the short-un 35% of import of Thailand
was direct import to satisfy final demand while the rest of 66% of import was indirect
import for domestic production of cutputs and in tuin to satisfy final demand.

While consider the magnitude of each component of final demand which had to
import found that private and public investments was the highest expenditure which
caused maximum increase in import e.g. inciease 0.2982 millions bath when final demand
increase 1 millions baht. Next were private consumption expenditure (0.1644 millions
baht) exports (0.1616 millions baht) and change in inventodes (0.1228 millions bath)
respectively. These indicated the fact that national economic development policy aiming
at economic development and growth in order to upgrade the living standard of
population via increasing private and public investment including private consumption
and use export promotion policy will result in a treamendous increase in import which in
tum create large deficit trade balance problem of the country. Which in tum cause export

promotion policy does not work satisfactorily.



