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Abstract

The study of Flower Arrangements in the Rattanakosin Fra : Traditional Styles and
international Styles aims at collecting the data about Thai Flower arrangements and classifying
types of Thai flower arrangement as well as at categorizing them with illustrations in order to
have the availability as educational resource. The Sample in this study comprises 16 people:
flower artangement practitioners, experts in flower arrangement and those interested in flower
arrangement. The investigation focuses onthe forms, types and categories of Thai flower élrrangé-
ment, both the traditional Thai and the international styles, the characteristics of traditional Thai
flower arrangement, the development of contemporary flower arrangement, the social and
cultural changes which influence Thai flower arrangement, the preservation and revival of
traditional Thai flower arrangement. The methods of study include the collection of data from
document, and interview of the sample group. Then, such data are analyzed and categorized with
illustrations.

The study reveals that the recorded history of Thai flower arrangement started in
Sukhothai dynasty, mostly in king’s palace, especially the king’s compounds for use in royal
activities. The traditional Thai flower arrangement can be divided into six groups: garlands, work
with leaves, fruit and vegetable carving, banana trunk carving, hanging decorations, and footed
tray decorations. Later, especially during the reign of King Rama IV and V, the art of fresh
flower arrangement was changed, influenced by both the Western and Oriental styles, and thus
called the international flower arrangement. The process of this kind of flower arrangement
mvolves the designing theory, shapes, techniques and other forms according to designing theory.
The elements of international flower arrangement can be divided into three categories: by

elements of arrangement, by nature of containers, and by utilities.



