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Abstract

The purposes of this study were :

1. To know the attitudes of the police officers toward human rights in
particularly the rights of accused in criminal cases according to the 1997 constitution.

2. Toknow their understanding on human rights.

3. To know their attitudes toward their practices in protecting the
accused’s human rights.

The data were gathered from 200 police officers from 4 police stations in
the Muang District composing of Muang, Chang Puek, Mae Ping and Phuping
Rajanives. The data were analyzed using frequencies, percentage, averages and the
analysis of variance statistical methods.

The study found that:
1. The police officers have an understanding of the criminal accused’s
human rights.

2. The personal attributes as rank, level of education and graduated
institution do not relate to their behavior towards the criminal accused. These factors,
however, related to their attitude towards the accused’s rights. It was found that :

2.1 Commissioned police officers have a more positive attitude
towards the accused’s rights than noncommissioned police officers.

2.2 Those who have bachelor degree or higher degree have a more
positive attitude than those who do not have.

2.3 Those who graduated from the Police Cadet Academy have a
more positive attitude than those who graduated from other institutes.

3. Despite their understanding of the accused’s rights, there were some
- mistreatment, in particular in the arrest of some type of criminal accused.

4. The police officers found that the constitution provides more
protection for the accused than the victim.



