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Abstract

The purpose of this study were to compare the operation as well as the problem on private
land reform between Lamphun and Uttaradit provinces.  The total sample studied were 226
members. (174 members from Lamphun province and 52 from Uttaradit province). Data were
obtained by interviewing with close-ended questionnaires and analyzed by using percentage, mean,
standard deviation, Chi-square test and 1-test.

The resull showed (hat in general samples from Lamphun provinee were 50 years old in
average. The majority of the samples finished primary school. Most of them were married. The
average number of members were 3.57 with the average number of fabot at 2.16. The majority of

‘them owned orchards such as mango or longan. The average family income was 34,342 Baht per
annum. They earned off-farm income about 20,184 Baht per family per annum. The family
expense was 42,186 Baht per family per annum. This indicated that their income did not cover
their expenditure.

The background of member in Uttaradit province, their average age were 46 years old.
The majority of them finished primary school and most of them finished primary school. The
average number of members in the family was 3.63 with the average number of labor at 2.73. The
majorily of them were paddy farmers. The average [amily income was 13,951 Bahl per unnum.
Apart from agricultﬁml sector, they earned off-farm income about 12,278.85 Baht per family per
annum. Their family expenses was 26,680 Baht per family per annum. This indicated that they

did not earn enough income for their family.
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The comparison of land reform on private land operation beiween Lamphun and Ultaradil
provinces were as followed. The Lumphun Land Reform Qffice purchased 5 big plots of land for
land reformation totally 6907 rai. This piece of land was divided into 614 blocks. Each family
received 9.60 rai equally. Unlike Lumphun Land Reform Office, the Uttaradit Office purchased
small and unconnected pieces of land totally 1183 rai which divided into 84 plots. Each plot was
14.5 rai per family. In Lamphun province, the hire purchase contract was mostly made for 15
years while in Uttaradit province only land hire contracts were made in general. However, the
farmers’ opinion from both provinces toward land hire contract should be 5 years and then changed
into hire purchase contract for another 12-15 years.

Concerning to the basic infrastructure such as roads and water supply, Lamphun province
received more supportive than those in Uttradit province. This affected the process of paying land
rent. The tarmers from both provinces had the same problems on private land reform. They were
paying debt, lack of vehicles, infertile soil, marketing and capital.

Comparing the 2 groups® opinion on private land reform operation, there were difference
between 2 provinces on the following issues: method of member’s recruitment; land size
allocation; training on members® roles in land reform; providing fund for their living and capital;
application for agricultural cooperatives member in land reform areas; allowing agricultural
cooperatives to participate in planning for production and distribution; develop land to be more
fertile by growing suitablc crops; and cstablishing the agricultural cooperatives in land reform
arcas 80 as to benefit on marketing and related activities such as financial management, debt
paymeunt, ete.

It is suggested that the Land Reform Office should purchase big plot of land

because it is easier to manage than piece by piece particularly infrastructure.




