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Abstract

This research was aimed to investigate reading ability of the second year
kindergartners gained through the whole language activities and to study reading
behaviors of the studenfs experienced the whole language activities. The samples studied
included 19 K-2 students studying in the second semester of academic year 2000 of Chao
Mae Luang Uppatham 1 Schoo], Fang District, Chiang Mai Province. The instruments
used in gathering data included 20 lesson plans which each plan took 90 minutes, '.
_designed to provide the whole language activities o promote reading ability of the
students. A reading -ability test contained 29 items and the students’ behavior observation
form, The collected data were analyzed by computing t-test and percentages through the
SPSS program, and were presented in tables with description.

The major findings were as follows:

[. The reading ability of the students lcarned through the provision of whole
language approach activities found significantly higher than that before providing the
activities at .01 level of significance.

2. The reading behavior of those students learned through the activities

displayed that:



(1) Frequently found behavior relating .to using books included reading
from the left page to the right page by scanning their eyes through printed words from
left to right and scanned back to the left of the next li_ne. The behavior not found
included finding the beginning and the end of the story.

(2) Frequently found behavior relating to reading letters included
scanning their eyes to the proper direction when looking at familiar Words and pointing
t those letters while prenouncing the words. The behavior not found included finding
words with similar letters.

(3) Frequently found behavior relating to reading comprehension
included that most students displayed using familiar sighted-word cards when playing

games and sequencing them correctly.



