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Abstract

This study was aimed at examining the use of and needs to use school
libraries of Prathom Suksa 5-6 students in educational opportunity expansion schools,
Mueang Chiang Mai District. All 316 students in 7 such schools during the first
semester of 2001 academic year were asked to respond to the questionnaire containing
items relevant to the topic under investigation. Collected data were subsequently
analyzed using frequency, percentage, average and standard deviation. Findings
were as follows:

As regards instruction-oriented library use, it was found that students had
gone in to read supplementary textbook during school lunch breaks approximately
once or twice a week. Once inside the libraries, students searched what they wanted
from book shelves by themselves and those books or textbooks were generally of
encyclopedic nature.

As regards the nature of teacher-assigned library search, it was both individual
and collective. Students were assigned such work approximately once or twice a week,
the contents of which mostly comprising those related to the Thai Language followed

by those related to the Life Experiences Area. However, students’ library searches



were not always successful. Sometimes, they were unable to find what they were
looking for. Most of them used to participate in library-organized activities such as
storytelling, picture-based storytelling, and library mottoes competition. Finally,
students were of the opinion that libraries were highly useful to instructional
activities.

In addition to instruction-related library use, students went in for other
purposes as well. They went in, for example, just for fun, for leisure, and for
curreat news. Books mostly read by fiction books followed by comic and illustrated
ones. Students borrowed books from library 2-3 times a week in order to study and
gain additional knowledge and make good use of their spare time. Books checked
out comprised story and fiction books.

However, more than half of the students never used school libraries’ material
and equipment services for information and entertainment. For those who used to
mostly benefitted from radio services. Nevertheless, they relied on newspapers if they
wanted to catch up with news. Students cited as a major reason for using libraries
interesting books and media. Overall, they were highly satisfied with school libraries’
Services.

However, their needs for school library use as regards books and printed
materials, audiovisual instruments, service work, personnel affair, activity organization,
library compound and instructional materials were at the medium level. Finally,
students wanted their libraries to have more varieties of books and additional services, be

always clean and beautiful.



