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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study and compare university students’ levels of

interest in economic news and information from mass media, classified by gender, year of study,

academic performance, and parents’ of education and occupation. First year to fourth year

students in the Faculty of Economics. who were studying in the second semester of the

academic year 2000 were defined as the population for this study. A stratified random sample

of 200 students, 50 from each year of study, were interviewed using questionnaire. Likert rating

scale with .94 reliability was used for analysing the data. Statistics used in this study were mean

values, normalized standard deviation, t-test and ANOVA. The results of the study showed that

university students’interest in economic news from various forms of mass media were rated as

moderated. Television was the most preferred mode among students in following economic news

as it was the most convenient and the easiest to comprehend : Most students spent 1-2 hours each

day listening, watching and reading news related to catch up with economic issues. News topics

highly interesting to students included highly interested include news on price level, economic

growth, exchange rate, monetary policy measures, fiscal policy measures, price policy and

economic cooperation with other countries. Comparative study on the levels of interests among

students showed that the levels of interest differed significantly between male and female

students. Other factors, i.e. Year of study, academic performance, parents’ education and

occupation were not found significantly related to students’ levels of interest.



