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Abstract

This thesis probed Thai Lue people’s beliefs, values, ways of life and relationships
as well as mechanisms they adopted to reproduce them.

The researcher, in collecting needed data/information, interviewed such key
community informants as monks, family heads, village leaders and elders, teachers and
members of community organizations, and observed activities pertaining to those belicfs,
values, ways of life and relationships. Collected data were subsequently crosschecked,
verified, classified according to set objectives, and descriptively and analytically presented.
Findings were as follows:

Thai Lue people held traditional beliefs, values, ways of life and interpersonal ties,
believing in such spirits as ancestor and household spirits, household and forest quardians.
Such beliefs were manifested in their worshipping accompanied by incense sticks and
candles, food and flowers, and asking, in return, for protection and happiness in life. In
addition, they also believed in the Buddhist faith, especially in the Karmic laws, thus making
merits with the hope of the better next life. In other words, they believed in reincarnation. In
addition to these beliefs, they also respected the elderly and household heads who had
decision-making authority in various matters.

As regards their values reproduction was identified in 4 areas of life as follows:
traditional Thai Lue custumes during various ceremonial and ritual occasions; usage of Thai
Lue language in daily life; traditional food consumption; and casual group conversations

during free times.



As regards family and community relationships Thai Lue people primarily paid
respect to the elderly and household heads. Regarding others in the community as kins, they
regularly paid a visit to one another.

In addition, they believed their life depended on nature and related to the
supernatural in a highly revered manner. Any violation of this reverence would bring about
bad fortunes in life,

Mechanisms Thai Lue people adopted in the reproduction comprised Buddhist
monks who reproduced the belief in the karmic laws, sins and merits; household heads,
formal and informal leaders, the elderly, teachers, groups and organizations served to
reproduce beliefs in spirits, the Buddhist faith, language, dressing, relationships and traditions

which represented the uniqueness of Thai Lue communities.



