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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining beliefs and their transmission of ethnic
Chinese Thais in the Southern community. Qualitative in nature, it relied on a variety
of data-collecting methods such as community activity participation, observation,
informal interview, and documentary review. Collected data were subseguently
analyzed, classified, and the results of which descriptively presented.

The study population comprised members of the Katoo community, Katoo
District, Phuket Province, whose ancestors were Chinese who had migrated from
China. They maintained and developed their unique ways of life, identity and
culture, having tightly knitied relationships and a language of their own.

The study found that the ethnic Chinese Thais in the community had
maintained traditional beliefs passed on from earlier generations. Those beliefs
continued fo feature prominently in their daily ways of life and long-practiced rituals
relating to Mahayana sect Buddhism, Confucianism, Tacism, deities and holies
worship, paying homage to ancestral spirits, animism, amulets, magic, fortune,
astrology, tricks, hell, heaven, herbal medicines, and making a living. Such beliefs
were found to have practically and positively served community members well

psychologically, socially, and economically.



As regards the issue of belief transmission it was discovered that those
traditional beliefs had continuously been being passed on all the time from past to
present. Key transmission mechanisms comprised having the same ethnic race,
natural learning, ritual performing, household settlement, such socialization agents
as families, school, peers, occupational groups, religious representatives, and the
mass media. Transmission methods were found fo have been both direct and

indirect ones enabling those beliefs to withstand the test of time until the present

time.



