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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyse the philosoplhical aspects of Khwan, a Thai
word literally transtated as “morale”, by focusing on its nature, kind and function as indicated in
Lanna [northern Thai] ritualistic literature. The information used in this study has been collected
from various sources, in cluding ritualistic texts, academic papers and interviews.

It was fou.nd in this study that Khwan is something abstract inherent in man. It is also
regarded as a mysterious and supernatural power. Man will have a good life and blessing if he has
Khwan because it is believed that Khwan fulfills one’s life and keeps it in balance with all
things.

Interéstingly enough, western and eastern beliefs in Khwan are different in that there are
three types of Khwan in western beliefs in which Khwan is regarded as inherent in man, animals
and plants. However, according to eastern beliefs, apart from these three types of Khwan, there is
also Khwan in inanimate beings. The difference in these beliefs is the fact that, according to
westem tradition, it is not clear if Khwan is considered as inherent in different kinds of beings.
The west has quite similar rituals as eastern traditions in relating man with animals and plants.

As part of the Oriental, the Lanna people in northern Thailand, the main subject of this
study, also believe in the supernatural.  Such beliefs have a significant role in controlling human
behavior along the moral and conventional line.  This has developed into a social norm and
brought about such ceremonies like ordination, marriage and rituals conducted for new dwellings
and cattles, These ceremonies and rituals, which have been under Buddhist influence, can be

fraced back to Lanna literature.



Seen from a philosophical perspective, it was found that both metaphysical and ethical
aspects of Khwan are vital to the origin of these beliefs and rituals. In the metaphysical aspect, a
belief in Khwan brings about blessing and creates a sense of balance in one's kife. Although
regardéd as a supernatural power, Khwan is inherent in both animate and inanimate beings. This
is similar to spiritualism in western philosophy. In the ethical aspect, Khwan brings about
propriety, decorum and even environmental respect. It is believed that Khwan also determines
human behavior. Moreover, ethical values are based on the idea of relativism in the sense that
Lanna traditions are still valuable and relevant to our lives today. With a less significant role
nowadays, the Lanna traditions have been regarded by certain groups of people as relevant to
their lives. Hence, the Lanna traditions, particularly the Khwan-boosting rituals, is not a
universal value. Instead, whether such a ritual is acceptable or not depends upon different
attitudes in various communities. Judging from a moral aspect, the rituals are in line with the idea
of absolutism that man ought to be virtuous. Benevolence is one of the virtues which originates
spontaneously from the soul, and not subject to any conditions.

The outcome of this study is the fact that the Khwan-raising rituals can be used to alter
human behavior and thus transform the society by creating love and unity. Today, such rituals are
still in vogue among certain groups of people, namely university freshmen. These rituals have a
major role in preserving Lanna traditions. Hopefully, this research will contribute to this

preservation and induce future studies in this field.



