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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to develop agricultural technology English lesson 1
through task-based learning to enhance speaking skills of first-year diploma in vocational education
students, and to study the classroom atmosphere after using task-basked activities. The samples were
19 first-year diploma in vocational educational students, majoring in Animal Science, who were
enrolled in the course of ATEL 1 (30001251) in the first semester of the academic year 2000 at
Kampheangphet Coliege of Agriculture and Technology.

Three types of instruments were used in this research. The first type used for designing and
implementing the lessons was the questionnaire for asking students’ opinions about their interests on
learning strategies, favorite teaching strategies and kinds of tasks. The result from the questionnaire
was employed to develope the protosyllabus and lesson plans for the six lessons of ATEL 1. The
second type comprised the evaluation form of ATEL 1’s efficiency, and the evaluation form of
students’ speaking skills. The third type was the questionnaire asking about the classroom atmosphere
focusing on three factors: instruction, teacher’s behavior and the relationships between teacher and
students and between students and students.

The research procedures consisted of the survey of students” opinions about ATEL 1. The

results of the survey were used for selecting tasks and developing of the protosyllabus and lesson



plans through task-based learning. There were three steps in TBL: pre-task stage, task stage, and
language focus stage. The students’ speaking abilities and lesson plans were evaluated at the end of
each lesson. The results were used for improving the students’ speaking abilities and developing the
lessons. At the end of the experiment, the questionnaire was administered to investigate the students’
opinions about the classroom atmosphere.

The results revealed that the six lessons of ATEL 1 were very effective and suitable for the
students’ knowledge and abilities. The students” opinions about the classroom atmosphere were

positive in all factors.



