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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research, namely the potential assessment of ecotourism
development in Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, were to find out the potential of
eco-tourism in Hua Hin district, and guidelines for development.

The population consisted of two groups- Thai tourists and local key informants, A
purposive random sampling technique was applied to select 200 tourists as the samples of this
study.

The data were collected by the use of questionnaires, and i:hen, analysed by using SPSS
program for windows.

The results of the research showed that the potential of eco-tourism in Hua Hin district in
promoting the value of culture, historical places, and natural attractions was high. However, the
samples valued the Hua Hin’s beaches and sea water, the accessibility, and the safety at a
moderate level.

In the data analysis, it was found that there was a need to develop the carrying capacity
relying on the external factors, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (Cha~Am branch) and the Iocal

organizations. Those were clubs, educational sectors, private sectors, and travel agencies.Those



factors should promote eco-tourism through mouth-to-mouth advertisement in order to increase
the number of consumers. |

In addition, the participation of local people should be involved in planning tour policy
in order to benefit themselves, educational provision in communities, and cooperation among
government, private sectors, and local people.

Tt was suggested that cco-tourism in Hua Hin district should emphasise more on peaceful

natural resources of its coast line (sand and sea).



