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Abstract

The study was aimed at investigating the state of student-centered instructional
management of social studies teachers in Chiang Mai private secondary schools.
The population consisted of 97 social studies teachers who completed and returned
all of the questionnaires sent to them. The questionnaire was distributed to each of
them to solicit their opinions regarding the state of student-centered instructional management
in social studies teaching. The completed questionnaires were analyzed and presented
in terms of percentages, frequencies, and means.

The findings were as follows:

1. The respondents’ profile

Most of the respondents were females and had received B.A. degree in Social

Studies. The average working experience was 11 years. During the first semester of 2001
academic year, most of them were in charge of social studies courses. The average working
load pre week was 18 periods. More than 80% of the respondents had taken part, at least
once, in seminars regarding student-centered instructional management. For those who had
never taken part in any of such seminars indicated that they want t¢ receive training or

workshops in order to improve their instructional techniques using student-countered approach.



2. The state of student-centered instructional management
2.1 State of lesson plan preparation
Most of the social studies teachers learned how to apply techniques of
lesson plan preparation from books and academic documents. They began by quoting
the objectives, however, only some of these objectives were fulfilled by certain lesson plans
that were prepared. Each lesson plan was prepared one week in advance. Once put
into practice, arousing interests would be focused upon first and then followed with
activities for executing, analyzing, and discussing the results before concluding the
learning outcomes as far as the objectives were concerned. Prime obstacle found during
the execution of the activities was timing.
2.2 State of instructional activities management
Most of the social studies teachers conducted the student-centered
Instructional management and students were urged to take part in the learning process
while the teachers offered them with adjustable activities that suited their interests. Most
frequently used activity was group discussion.
2.3 State of instructional techniques selection
Instructional technique selected by the social studies teachers who
conducted fthe student-centered instructional management were in accordance with
contents, objectives, and learners’ needs. Most frequently used techniques were
guestioning, discussion, and collaborative ones.
2.4 State of measurement and evaluaton
Most of the measuring and evaluating tehnigues used by the social
studies teachers, as far as the student-centered instructional management was concerned,
focused upon knowledge, psychomotor, and affective aspects respectively. The measurement
and evaluation of the students were mostly concentrated on their achievement and-the paper

and pencil tests were mostly used.



2.5 Instructional aids
When the decision for the instructional aids selection had to be made, the
teachers would select the ones that were in accordance the contents, teaching techniques,
and the students’ background; these aids would facilitate the students to cope well with
the iessons. Most of the teachers indicated that they made their own aids and that only
some activities were adequately accompanied with the aids. Most frequently used aids were

texts, maps, and handouts while computers were applied least.

Suggestions:

1. The teachers should try to implement some of the new techniques that focus
upon student-centered: Therefore, frequent participation in learner-centered workshops is
advised.

2. Agencies concerned with instructional management should provide student-centered
instruction workshops for the social studies teachers on & continual basis.

3. Further studies should be conducted to evaluate the process of implementing

student-centered instructional management of social studies teachers in secondary schools.



