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Abstract

The objectives of the study on "Development of Recent Setlement in Chansen Ancient
City, Amphoe Takhli, Changwat Nakhon Sawan” are : 1} to study the settlement development in
Chansen Ancient City, by spatially historical approach; 2) to study ﬁwe physical, social and
economic characteristics of the communities in the ancient city; and 3) to study the problems

and people's atlitudes towards the conservation management of the ancient city.

In this study, 200 households from Mu.1 Chansen Market and Mu.2 Ban Khok Chansen
were selected as samples. The data collection methods are documentary research, field
survey and questionnaires from selected households. Percentage, mean and data description

are used as analytical methodologies.

The results showed that Chansen Ancient City had been setﬂed since the prehistorical
period from an agricultural community able to produce the metal and bronze tools. in the
Dvaravati period, Chansen was developed as a town with a surrounding moat to collect water
and defend it from enemies. At the end of the Dvaravati period, the town was at its most
prosperous and then it was abandoned because of the diversion of the Chao Phraya River,

making transportation routes become farther away from other settlements. Since the King



Rama V period, Chansen was revived as a permanent settlement, when the Northermn railway
was built through the town. At present, it is semi-rural settlement at sub-district level that relies
mainly on agriculture. The settlement pattern has been developed to irregutar cluster form with

cultivated lands surrounding the houses.

The ancient city had been completely destroyed since the beginning period of the
recent setlement. At present, there is only the ancient moat, pariially encroached by the
existing settlement. The ancient city conservation has been activated since the Fine Arts
Department started to excavate the city and enhanced awareness of the Chansen Ancient City.
Although, there was not any conservation from the related authorities, at the local levei, the
local community had initiated their own conservation approach by gathering ancient artifacts
and collaborating to build a local museum of Chansen, using donations from local pecple.
Some fine arts officials gave scientific advice for the museum presentations. Even though the
ancient city does not exist now, the Chansen museum can illustrate the history of the
settlement, culiure and the livelihood of people since the prehistorical period, Dvaravati period

until the present time. Itis also a knowledge source for local historical study.

Most people agree with the ancient city conservation in order to be a tourist spot and
expect to eam more income from tourists. They disagree with the conservation measure to
move out those living in the ancient city as they have settled there for long time and have no
more land for housing and agriculture. The main problems of the existing settlement are poor
road conditions, lack of streetlights, garbage, and low income. They pay litle importance to

the encroachment of the Chansen Ancient City.

From the study hypothesis, it is not possible to conserve the ancient city because locai
people disagree with the conservafion approach to move people cut. There are more
additional factors that support this such as the land is fully used for agriculture and settlement,
people possess land tile deeds and the ancient city has been completely destroyed. The local

conservation in the form of a local museum is able to preserve the history of this ancient city.



