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Abstract

The purposes of this study are as follows: firstly, to examine the state of the environments
in Lamphun urban areas, in terms of problems, causes, gituations and impacts; secondly, to
investigate environmental management of Lamphun communities, in terms of the development,
management strategies, problems and obstacles; thirdly, to analize the contexts and conditions of
participation in environmental management of Lamphun urban communities; and lastly, to examine
all activities of both government é.nd private sectors in environmental management in Lamphun
urban areas.

The research methods included survey using questionnaires, interviewing, and
documentary survey. The descriptive statistics used in this study were percentage, arithmetic mean,
and standard deviation. Hypothesis testing for differential comparisons of economic and social
factors and the levels of community participation in environmental management was done by
one — way analysis of variance. Relation between benefit from environment and environmental
management and the levels of community participation was analized by Pearson’s product

correlation. Mapping was assisted by ArcView GIS computer software.



The resuits of this study showed that major environmental problems in Lamphun
community were air pollution, solid wastes and water pollution. The main cause of air pollution
was dust and smoke related to traffic congestion and transportation. Solid waste problems
originated from population increase and littering. Water pollution was caused by domestic uses and
factory located in. communities. Effects could be divided into two levels: household and
community. Houschold effects were threat to health of people and communities’ effects were
visual impair of physical environment. Seriousness of the problem was nonetheless moderate.

Developmental - stages of environmental management of La.mphun communities
demonstrated that the first stage was initiated by community by which government and private
sectors involved in contribution to community participation, which could be arranged by the
municipality through open forum and eventually developed into management by comimunities.
Major problems in environmental management were fop — down planning processes directed by
government agencies so that community participation was lacking.

Patterns of community participation were mostly at the implementation of environmental
management. While participation in the evaluation process was at the lowest level. When relating
the economic and social factors with participation level, it was found that none had statistically
significant relation with participation level, Only benefit gained from environmental management
correlated with participation level at the statistical significance level 0.01. The kith and kin
relationship and the external factors such as Lamphun municipality collaboration were
preconditions for participation in environmental management of Lamphun urban communities.

Environmental management by government was proceeded through bureaucratic system
planned by the central government agencies. Environmental management by private sectors,
particularly the foreign organization, was mainly to support in the form of funding, while
community organizations generally mobilized social process from bottom up to activate the public
sectors and relevant organizations to support their activities. Problems and obstacles of

environmental management included lack of knowledge and weak law enforcement.



