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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining social learning channels and learning
conditions related to hilliribe members' drug use. The researcher collected needed
data via semistructured interviews and participant and nonparticipant observations.
Key informants comprised formal and informal leaders, community elderly people,
priests (monks), other religious leaders, drug users and their families, youth, students
including government and private sector officials involved in drug control affairs in
Mae Sa Lak Village, Mae Al District, Chiang Mai Province and Mae Sa Lak Village,
Muang Chiang Rai District of Chiang Rai Province were a number of hillribes lived
together.

Findings were as follows:

In the past, hilltibe children had learned what they needed to learn from their
families, local temples, local schools and their own communities at large. Initially,
their own parents taught and advised them via words of mouth as well as involved
them in practical work activities. When they grew up, some the boys entered
novicehood and later monkhood. At the temple, they were accorded formal
education opportunities, underwent moral and ethical training and instruction. The

gitls, on the other hand, leamned various occupation-related crafts from parents and

community leaders.



When schools were established in the communities, some parents initially
did not prefer the practice of sending their children there since they needed them
more in the fields. But later, when those parents saw for themselves that school
leavers were literate and be able to better communicate with outsiders and
government authorities as well as were betier informed, their attitudes began to
change. Those parents, partly driven by some success cases, in greater number,
started sending their children to local schools.

As far as social learning channels reiated to drug use were concerned, a
number of them were identified. The family institution, to begin with, was the first to
induce disease treatment-oriented drug use. The children and youth, then, observed
and imitated their parents or cousins/relatives. Moreover, they personally witnessed
drug use among their friends. Those already working normally met those friends with
drug use habits after work and, thus, were inevitably influenced in one way or another
by them. Physical wage laborers also learned to take drugs from their peers who
kept saying to them drug use would enable them to work longer hours and relieve
their muscular aches and pains as well as their mental stress caused by physical
work. In addition, the belief that opium could cure diseases, lessen pains and make
people work happily played a crucial role in pushing some hilltribe members to
opium use. Intimate family relationships also exposed them to their parents’ drug
deals and, as a result, prevented them from telling others about such deals. Finally,
family problems drive many of them to drug use which uitimately generated spiraling
effects felt not onty at family but the entire community and nearby communities levels
as well.

The key condition constituting hilitribe members’ drug use-related tearning
was the capitalist tide shoveled into their communities under the development
banner. It subtly but powerfully forged community members’ desires for material
wealth and assets and engendered competitive instincts in daily living. Addictive
substances, as a consequence, became indispensable enablers if those new
desires were to be fulfiled. Hence, the quick and wide spread of drugs and drug

use among community members.



As regards learning-related factors influencing or leading to drug use
behavior it was found that the following had featured predominantly : immediate
families, kinship ties, peer groups, occupational groups, personal beliefs, motivation
generated by others, and material interests they demonstrated, etc. Moreover, the
studied communities were located either along drug trafficking routes or near their

transit points.  Therefore, the widespread drug deals and drug use were

understandingly inevitable.



