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Abstract

Needlestick or sharp injury is one of the cause of nosocomial infection among
nursing persomnel. This quasi-experimental rescarch aimed to investigate the effects of a
participatory approach in problem-solving on preventive practices of needlestick or sharp
injury among nursing personnel who are working at inpatient department, delivery room,
and emergency room of Sermngam Hospital, Lampang province from April 17 to August
3, 2002, The study samples were 24 nursing personnels divided into a control group and
an experimental group by random allocation. Each group consisted of 12 personnels.
Research instruments included a demographic data recording form, a participatory
problem-solving plan, and an observation recording form. Data were analyzed by
descriptive  statistics and data categorization. The hypothesis was tested by using
chi-square test.

The results of this study showed that the study samples identified the problems

and conducted activities to solve and improve the compliance of preventive practice.

n



The activities consisted of preparing encourging words of warning everytime when necdles
and sharps instruments were in use, reminding colleagues while on dufy, making
recapped-needles devices, providing small-sized trays to make one handed recapping more
safe, and making a hole in the lid of a sharp container to prevent danger from needies.
After the implementation, the finding revealed that;

1. The preventive practices of necedlestick or sharp injury of the experimental
group was increased significantly at the level of .001; and

2. The preventive practices of needlestick or sharp injury of the experimental
group and the control group were differed significantly at the level of .001.

The results of this study indicated that the application of participatory problem-
solving could enhance mursing perscnnel to perform preventive practice of needlestick or
sharp injury, This also motivate changing behavior among nursing personnel since nurses
had an opportunity to participate throughout the process of participatory problem-solving.

Therefore, this approach should be applied for other nursing activities.



