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ABSTRACT

The aim of the thesis is to study the concept of VINNANA in Theravada
Buddhism. The scope is to analyze the meaning, nature, kinds, and function as found in the
Tipitaka.

From the study it was found that VINNANA in Tipitaka has a wide variety of
meanings déﬁending on the words used and the function specified. Some names referring to the
VINNANA are Citta, Mano, Manas, Thai, etc. Not ali of these terms can be substituted for VINNANA,
but can in some contexts replace the term. Literally, VINNANA means consciousness of states
induced by the 6 senscs. In a wider sense, it means that which creates life and upholds the circle of
birth and decay of all living creatures (rebirth-consciousness), as long as there is defilement, desiie,
and attachment.

Concerning the nature of VINNANA, it was found that VINNANA has a unique
characteristics such as: transcending space as an individual, body-less, abstract, mobile, difficult o
stiwate, hard to inhibit, difficult to control because of its inner nature, and as a result it will descend
mto easily satisfiable desires.

As to the classification of VINNANA, it was found that there are many different kinds.
The first kind is composed of four levels: the sensuous realm, the form realm, the tormless realm,

- and the supermundane realm. The second kind is composed of the location of living creatures. The

third level is composed of the hierarchy of living creatures.



Concerning the function of the VINNANA, it was found that there are 14 different
function stipulated in the Abidharma of the Tripitaka: function of relinking, of life-contintum, of
apprehending, of seeing, cic.

From this study, it was found that the Vinayapitaka and the Suttantapitaka do not
stress the literal meaning of VINNANA, and it also refers to the VINNANA that is able to relink the
births, and the VINNANA that resides in all creatures. In the Abidharmapitaka, the word Citta is used |
as synonym for VINNANA for various purposes, s.a.. Patisandhi VINNANA, meaning Vipakaciua
{resultant consciousness), or Vithivinnana, meaning the Citta that perceives consciousness via the 6
senses, composed of the following elemeats; appeiception, apprebension, wholesomeness,
unwholesomeness, etc. Although the terms Citta, and Mano, cannot substitute for VINNANA in all
cases, yet in the case of the Abidhammapitaka, it can be used as a synonym.

Therefore, the term VINNANA as used in the Tripitaka in an absolute sense means the
Citta of a living creature that changes, not permanent, or immortal, and can be misleading in making
us believe that VINNANA is responsible for rebirth and is therefore immortal, similar to the concept

of self of the idealist tradition in the west, and the Vedic philosophy.



