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Abstract

The purpose of this study were 1) To study power structure of Tambon Chang
Phueak Municipality area, 2) To identify policy making process of Tambon Chang
Phueak Municipality based upon elite group or people in the area, and 3) To identify
policy decision criteria based upon economic rationality or political feasibility. The
hypothesis were 1) Policy making process of Tambon Chang Phueak Municipality
was based upon elite group rather than people. 2) Chang Phueak policy decision
making criteria were based upon political feasibility rather than economic rationality.

The study was qualitative research conducted by in-depth interviewing 12
members of Chang Phueak Municipality and Mayors, Municipal’s mayor.
Furthermore, members of Tambon Chang Phueak Municipality and some top
bureaucrats were interviewed as key informant. Review literature and observation
were also implied. :

The study found that first, in 1990-2002 Prachapatana was authority and took
action as administrator and Palang Chang Phueak groups was opposition. Secondly,
Prachapatana, an elite group played dominant role in policy making while people
played a minority role. Policy making process was integrated both economic criteria
and political feasibility as hypothesis issue. The second finding confirmed that of the
{irst hypothesis but the third one rejected the second hypothesis. Tambon Chang
Phueak policy decision making was not determined by only one criterion, but by both
criteria integration.



