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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the critical reading ability of the third year students
at Rajabhat Institute Uttaradit who learned through reading skill supplement activities.

The subjects obtained by purposive sampling were 36 students from the Thai Language
Program, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Rajabhat Institute Uttaradit during the first
semester of the academic year 2001.

Research instruments consisted of 40-item test to measure critical reading ability and activity
plans comprising tasks performed by the subjects in the following sequence:

1. A seminar on critical reading serving as the preliminary supplemental activity to help
establish fundamental knowledge, enhance understanding and expand experience framework
necessary for critical reading in order to prepare the subjects to be ready for critical reading tasks.

2. Text- plus comprehension question games - the stimulating competitive form of
activities, were used to arouse the subjects interests which in turn helped promote and develop critical
reading skills. The subjects' ability to answer post - reading questions about the assigned materials

could determine their reading ability and development.



3. Individual activities involved criticism of clippings ( the reading materials in the forms
of copied excerpts, news or articles content of which described events occurring in Thai and global
societies) where the subjects needed skills for critical reading and thinking to judge the correctness
and reliability of the content through the use of criticizing as practicing instruments.

4. Group activities involved critical analysis of cuitural beliefs - based events and
stories occurring in Thai and global societies were used as topic of analysis to supplement critical
reading skills emphasizing their uses of knowledge, thinking ability in judging the cultural beliefs in
question,

5. Short stories presentation tasks by individuals, who had read the assigned short story in
detail to analyze, evaluate and summarize for individual classroom presentation.

6. Group conversations based on reading of the same novel were conducted to
exchange and share various useful ideas for the benefit of those who had not read the novel.
The activities encourage critical reading development the novel types of literary works.

7. Debates on a read book were activities requiring the subjects to read carefully and
consider various aspects of the book to find supporting evidence and to have better understanding of
the text. It was crucial that the subjects read for most details and with care to benefit the most to
develop critical skills and reading ability.

The obtained data were statistically analyzed by using mean, standard deviation and t-test.
The subjects’ efficiency in critical reading after learning from the supplement activities was higher

than the normal reading process with significance level at 0.05



