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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study “Sex Abuse of Children and Women by Family Members
and Immediate Persons in Chiang Mai Province™ were to know the factual problems that cause
the sex abuse of children and women in Chiang Mai Province from family members and
immediate persons, as well as to find the guidelines to prevent the problem. The author studied
the children and women who were abused from the Protection Center of Children, Youth and
Women in provincial police, Chiang Mai Province. The victims notified the police in B.E. 2544,
for 25 cases and in B.E. 2545, for 20 cases. The study was done through interviewing 7 cases by
accidental sampling.

The study found that the victims could be separated into 2 groups. The first group
consisted of females who were under 15 years old. The most important cause that led to the sex
abuse of this group is the immaturity of the victims as well as the familiarity, trust and the respect
that the victims had towards the suspects. The second group consisted of females who were over
15 years of age. This second group could be separated into 2 characters. The first character was
the sex abuse that was under consent of both sides. Even though the sex abuse was against the
law, the suspects and the victims were familiar with each other. The second character is the sex
abuse by other people who were unfamiliar with the victims. Furthermore, the study found that
weakness of the law enforcement had not been prevailing to the suspects as the suspects



continued to commit the crime over and over. The amendment of the law should be performed to
effectively prevent the sex abuse in children and women.



