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Abstract

This anthropological study was to investigate the dynamism of spirit medium with
reference of interaction between a Ma Khi, Luk Liang, and Phi Chao Nai. It was to explain the
process of transformation from powerless individual, a Ma Khi, to who had power. The process
involved knowledge formation which had its own dynamics and interacted which its modemn
medical counterpart. This scientific discourse which dominated the explanation and ignored other
types knowledge which existed and had role in the society. The traditional ritual had always been
regarded as ignorant which should be replaced. The study was also to explain how the ritualistic
practice could lead to the construction of the relationship between Ma Khi, Luk Liang and Phi
Chao Nai which had become the community social relationship model of communal practice.
Such the ritualistic practice had been reproduced and had constant interaction with other types of
knowledge in the rapid social changes of the society. It reflected the fact that ideology and
practice of the ritual helped unify and maintain the community of practice whose core knowledge
facilitated the transmission of the ritual.

It was found that the transformation from an individual to a powerful Ma Khi
depended on some factors, one of which was the chronic illness. The Ma Khi and his of her

relatives would interpret it and chose ways of treatment. Many had received the modern medicine
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treatment but could not recover hence decided to accept their Ma Khi status whose belief capital
formed their world-view and cosmology. It also determined their perception and explanation of
their individual and public worlds. Opportunity and rhythm of becoming a Ma Khi opened for the
people to access a health status and constructed power relationship both at ideological and
practical levels of modern living. Experiences of the Ma Khi such as the death, the encounter with
supernatural things, and learning patterns through which she had relationship with Phi Chao Nai
had influenced her transformation to be a Ma Khi. They reflected the world view and ideology of
being associated with power to which people could access and had chance of having good health
and being protected by Phi Chao Nai.

From the analysis of rituals at various levels such as wai khru, rap khan khru, karn
long khon kradang, Ma Khi supports, it was found that such relationship had signified a body of
knowledge and its production of those three agents. Such relationship was driven by a body of
knowledge which led to integrate and construct network of ritualistic community of practice.
Such relationship took place both at horizontal and vertical levels with one-way and two-way
relationship. The community of practice centered itself at khan khru and Phi Chao Nai who
attracted individual to involve and linked all knowledge into a pattern of common practices.

The production and transmission of such ritualistic knowledge was dynamic and fluid.
They systematically linked to other sets of knowledge such as Buddhism, modern medicine, and
science. These sets knowledge interacted with their local counterparts and became a homogenized
discourse and unified the involved actors. This process was done through the use of symbols of
khan khru and Phi Chao Nai Knowledge related to power which was transformed to practical
function of Phi Chao Nai to create well-being of the person who accepted her role as Ma Khi.

In the present complex social context, it emerged a discourse contest of two forms of
power which constantly interacted both a practical and ideological levels. Local knowledge was
labeled negative. It was a sign of primitive and ignorance. The beliefs which had not been able to
explain by a scientific principle were regarded peripheral knowledge and hence were subject of
being moved away from the community space. Instead, from the study, thi§ type of knowledge
was the power and wisdom of the community which had shared and passed on for generations. It
was reproduced and adapted to social changes. The individual used this wisdom to manage his or

her own life giving the people access to power-an ideology commonly shared. This local
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knowledge had adaptive capacity and flexibility. It could incorporate superior knowledge and
power and link various types of knowledge into usage. They used Buddhist or modern medicine
discourse to explain illness occurred to Phi Chao Nai who sometimes used modem technical
terms. This dynamics and potential of local knowledge had assured existence of the power and
wisdom of the community. It was also a mean to bargain and response to external power. This
ritualistic practice of Phi Chae Nai was not subject of being manipulated. On the contrary, it was
adaptive, negotiative, and integrative with other types of societal knowledge and became

homogenized to support the existing ritualistic practices.



