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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed at investigating educational institutions', its roles
in environmental problem management as well as finding roles for the educational institutions’ in
managing the environmental problems in Chiang Mai municipal area. The population in this
study consisted of both middle-class people and entrepreneurs in Chiang Mai municipal area and
personnel in educational institutions. The samples were drawn using simple random sampling
technique. The data were collected via questionnaires, focus group discussions and observations.
Statistics used in this study consisted of frequency distribution, percentage and chi-square. The
study showed that:

1. The environmental problems of those educational institutions in various
aspects were obvious; garbage and other problems had directly affected the administrators,
teachers, students, parents, and entrepreneurs in the institutions as well as those who were nearby.
Causes of problems were mostly concerned with the lack of precise managing format, personnel
both inside and outside the institutions lacked of awareness, disciplines and cooperation when
jointly tackling the problems.

2. Roles of the educational institutions could be grouped into two types - the
environmental management inside and outside the institute. As for the environmental
management in the institution, policy, measures and activities were set forth aiming at supporting
the teachers, students, entrepreneurs in the institutions as well as the students' parents in jointly

tackling the problems. As for the environmental management outside the institution, policy



regarding cooperation made with workplaces, organizations and personnel concerning with
problem tackling was provided while some problem tackling activities were conducted for the
community or the society; campaigning, publicizing were made in order to let the public
acknowledge the environmental problems and urge those students' parents, teachers and
entrepreneurs in the institutions to put those activities into practice in the workplaces, offices or
other areas outside the institutes.

3. The institutions’ roles in tackling the environmental problems regarded setting
up policy and goals, clear and precise problem tackling measures and regulations. Besides,
cooperating and consulting with as well as asking for information from other offices that had
dealt with the problems had to be made. The pedagogical activities had to be related to the
problems and educate as well as urge those personnel in the institutions, the students' parents and
the people concerned to be aware of the importance and the impact of the problems. The
surveillance and evaluation over the activity implementation had to be made while the results had

to be publicized. However, the ISO 14001 application was suggested.



