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ABSTRACT

The independent study of Community and Ecotourism Resources Management: A Case
Study of Ban Na Tong Community, Tambon Cho Hae, Amphoe Mueang Phrae, Changwat Phrae
aimed at fulfilling three objectives: 1) Investigating the community’s potentiality in ecotourism
management; 2) Investigating the community’s participatory role in ecotourism management;
3) Investigating the impacts of ecotourism on the community.

The data were gathered from documents, researches concerned, semi-structured
interviews, participatory and non-participatory observations; the data derived was inspected for
accuracy and categorized before analyzed and descriptively presented.

The study showed that the general profile of Ban Na Tong Community showed perfect
and diversity of natural resources. As for the community’s participatory role, trial and error was
put into practice; meetings, consulting, brainstorming for decision making, joining hands in
problem solving were made. As for the acknowledgement of the community’s rights in Local
Natural Resources Management Acts stated in the Constitution, the local folks were not quite
aware of; however, their experiences helped them create sound management.

The stereotyped impacts of the ecotourism implied that the local folks could take
advantages and opportunities in making a living while some negative impacts were found upon

the environment deteriorated geographically, socially and culturally.



The Eco-tourism had, both positively and negatively, the community a greai deal
affected as far as those economical, social, cultural and environmental aspects were concerned.
The study showed that there were some positive aspects in tourism since the local folks could
earn some additional income and accelerate their living standard as well as further their studying.
Natural ecology and cultural awareness were also introduced to those tourists. As for negative
aspects, season of tourism that was inconsistent put the investment of the local folks at risk while
their way of living was changed when more tourists visited the community and trashed, polluted
water as well as deteriorated scenery - things that had affected the environment.

As for the problems and obstacles derived from the ecotourism in Ban Na Tong, it was
found out that the leader was not strong enough, the administrative committee members lacked

knowledge and expertise while the totiring season was not consistent and was hard to get accessed to.




