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ABSTRACT

The research, namely, Changes at Family and Community Levels Caused by Belief
in Christianity ~among Pgak 'nyau, aimed to study the evolution of Christianity acceptance
of the highlanders “Pgak’nyau”, and to study the impact of such acceptance of those people
at the family and community levels.

The researcher collected data by applying in-depth interviews, participant
observations and non-participant observations with the key informants. Those were the
village headmen and community leaders. The data were, then, analyzed, grouped and
described analytically. The research results were as follows:

The evolution of the Christianity of the Thai highlanders Pgak nyau emphasized on
their belief changes could be caused by three main issues. Firstly, they declined their original
faith to Christianity because of the economic factor derived from the expenses on ritual rites
and ceremony due to their animism and ritual practices. The ritual ceremony, on the social
site, usually required the family members to gather together for performing their traditional
practices. That could cause a difficulty to the family. So, if the new belief was a new better
alternative and responsive matter to their needs, they decided to change their faith, Secondly,
some people changed their religion in order to get married to the Christian women. Thirdly,
the family members changed their religion after the heads of their families, who saw better

educational opportunity for their children.



The supporting factors for the evolution of Christianity or changes of belief among
the PPgak nyau people consisted of the internal and external factors. The internal ones their
were belief, tradition, ritual rites, economic sitl;ations of the familics, persuasion to become
Christians, and educational needs, The external factors were the roles of priests, and welfare
provided as becoming Christians such as education, and health care among the Christian
comimunities.

The impacts of becoming Christianity, generally, did not affect the original belief of
the families and community. Such changes could have an effect upon the families and
individuals that changed their religion and also moved to live together with those Christians.
Their ways of living were clearly better in health care and child minding, educational
opportunity of the children, earning for morc income, good relationships among the
community members, religious ceremony practices, and better status and acceptance of the

women'’s roles.



