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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research were to study the appearance of retention of
spirit-mediumship in a rural community, and the factors affecting such retention.

The data were collected from the key informants through interviews and
observations. The data were examined, identified, analyzed and presented in a descriptive
form. The research results were as follows:

The appearance of retention of spirit-mediumship in a rural community was the
local culture in which the people still believed in the super-natural objects. Those were the
ancestors” spirits. custodial spirits and master spirits that could help those people with
believed in them and needed their helps in various issues. Those helps included discase
curing. sickness reliefl tortune predestination or getting some ad\;iscs. or communications
with other spirits through the spirit-medium.

The factors affecting the retention of spirit-mediumship in the rural community
consisted as follow. Those were the beliefs in super-natural objects that the people in the
community still saw their values and benefits. Such beliefs were prolonged through the spirit-
mediumship in the rueal community. The adjustment of the spirit-medium was conducted
with special relation to their functions and needs of the people. The transfer of such beliefs,
specifically. the super-natural beliefs was conducted through the spirit-mediumship rituals
and annual ceremony to pay high respect to their teachers or providers. The network of spirit-

mediumship was still significant for such belief and related information distribution.



