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ABSTRACT

The objectivity of this research is to study the use of Local Wisdom by
Social Studies teachers in Social Studies , Religion, and Culture in the Basic
Educational Institutions in the Chiang Rai Educational Service Area 1. Samples
consist of 40 Social Study teachers. Who use Local Wisdom in teaching the learning
Substance in Social Studics , Religion , and Culture ,in the Basic Educational
Institutions Muang district , in the Chiang Rai Educational Service Areal in the
academic year of 2003 at 27 Basic Educational Institutions, The instrument in the
study is the forms for structured interview.

The result of the research is concluded as follows.

1. Most of Social Study teachers are women. They are 40-49 years old, and
they served for 20-29 years. They hold bachelor degrees. They- have taught social
study for 1-9 years. They have used Local Wisdom in teaching Social Studies for 1-9
years.

2. The main abstract and practical ideas of Local Wisdom in the area where
schools are located are the concept and belief of folk. Local customs , the worship
and dharma principle, and value Judgments in helping other people , and so on. The
concrete objects of Local Wisdom are palm — leaf Buddhist scriptures, Khao Tean,

mulberry paper, rush mats , the handicraft products made of bamboo, ceramics , and

SO0 on.



3. The study on the use of Local Wisdom in teaching Social Studies,
Religion , and Culiure in secondary school from the first year to third year found that
Social Studics tcachers ofien brought the learned persons in Local Wisdom as lecturers
to give students knowledge at school. Furthermore, they take students to meet place
the lcarned persons in Local Wisdom somewhere , or let students by themselves visit
the teachers in Local Wisdom of the area where there Basic Education Institutions are
located. The study also found that the methods in which Social Studies teachers
introduced Local Wisdom into their teaching were to use it as the body of
knowledge for students,to use as a medium of teaching students , and to use as the
place to scek for knowledge for students in the way that Social Studies teachers
assigned students to go to seek for knowledge by themsclves , and them made them
submit the paper on the topic to tcachers Furthermore the study found that Social
Studies teachers differently use local wisdom in teaching all the five groups of
teaching substance. It means that Social teachers use it and teach all the three
standards in teaching the first group of teaching substance (Religion , Moral study , and
Ethics) and the fourth group of teaching substance (History) , but use it and teach
only two standards in teaching the sccond group of teaching substance (Civil duty,
Culture , and social life) , the third group of teaching substance (Economics)and the
fifth group of teaching substance (Geography) . The variety of Local Wisdom used in
teaching depends on different subjects.

4. The obstacles in introducing Local Wisdom into teaching of Social Studies
teachers are that there are few lecturer in local area, Basic Educational Institutions
arc for away from local lecturers , and soon . The problems arc that local lecturers
lack in the skill in convecying knowledge in Local Wisdom to students, so that
students don’t understand what they say , local communities rarely show good

cooperation in taking students to outside schools , and 50 on.



