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ABSTRACT

Nursing activities in the labour unit at Banrai Hospital, Uthai Thani Province, consisted
of 6 major activities. Expenditures for the activity operation are not yet reported. This study,
therefore, aimed to examine the cost of nursing activities in this labour unit. The study was
conducted during August 1, 2004 — September 30, 2004 when 60 mothers came for the delivery
services that provided by 6 nursing providers including 4 professional nurses, a practical nurse,
and a nurse aide. The tools used in this study included a dictionary regarding nursing activities in
the labout unit, the activity time record form, the labour cost record form, and a digital clock. The
study was conducted based on 4 operational steps introduced by Cooper and Kaplan. The cost
was calculated using the providers’ labour cost which was in Baht currency and the only cost that
explicitly recorded in the hospital. The results of the analyses revealed that the cost of nursing
activities in the labour unit was 889.74 Baht. The major activity that had the highest cost, 275.95
Baht, was the predelivery state care. The lowest cost activity was the discharge of the mother
from the labour unit which cost 79.74 Baht. The nursing administrators can use the results of this
study as a basic data for determining the price of nursing services, work assignment, and planning

the operational budget for the studied labour unit in the future.



