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ABSTRACT

It is important for the patient caregivers to perceive and be aware of the ward
atmosphere in the Psychiatric Hospital, because they can use this knowledge to help the patients
understand and adjust behavior during treatment in the ward appropriately. The purpose of this
descriptive study was to examine the perception level of the caregivers regarding psychiatric ward
atmosphere among patients admitted to Suan Prung Psychiatric Hospital. Purposive Sampling
was used to select 75 caregivers of patients who were admitted to the Sahathai ward of Suan
Prung Psychiatric Hospital, Chiang Mai Province, during March and April 2005. The study
instruments include a set of two part questionnaire; the Demographic Data and the Ward
Atmosphere Scale, developed by Moos (1997) and translated by Waraporn Siritummanukul
(2002). The Kuder Richardson Formular 20 coefficient of the questionnaire was 0.82. Data were

analyzed by using descriptive statistics.



The result revealed that the caregivers of patients admitted to the Sahathai ward of
Suan Prung Psychiatric Hospital had good perception levels regarding psychiatric ward
atmosphere (X=26.86, SD=6.76). Considering each aspect regarding psychiatric ward
atmosphere, it was found that the perception levels of relationship and system maintenance were
good, while the perception level of treatment program was moderate.

The study results can be used as basic information to plan and develop activities to
effect ward atmosphere and especially to enhance the treatment program to prepare patientes for

discharge from the hospital, and to help the patients learn to solve their own everyday problems.



