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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were 1) to study the changing of Tai Sam Nua
textiles based on social context in term of its pattern, color, meaning and skills. 2) to
analyzed the adaptation and learning of present Tai Sam Nua weavers.

The study of Tai Sam Nua Traditional Textiles in the past to the Age of
Consumerism was found the changing as follow: 1. Textile color. At present, Tai Sum
Nua local textiles were mostly colored by chemical elements imported from Thailand
while local textiles from some groups in Vientien were colored by natural elements.
Moreover, the cost of natural colored local textiles were higher than the chemical one.
2. Textile weaving skill, in the past, local textiles were weaved more tightly than the
present because the latter were objected to produce in mass production by the
consumers orders. However, the study found that the textiles’ patterns were not so
much altered and the weavers still conserved its native designs. By The way, Tai Sum
Nua weavers as well as the people were lacking of textile pattern’s meaning
acknowledge. They use the textile in their life as its benefit unless its meaning.

The present weavers, adaptation and learning were found in 2 cases:

1. Local Tai Sum Nua weavers had learned to adapt their textile production
based on the demand of textile traders.

2. Tai Sum Nua weavers who live in Vientian adapted their textile production
based on the needs of customer directly and they were formed in large groups which
were owned by enterprisers who straightly gather the consumer demands. As a result,
the adaptation of the textile patterns are slowly changed.

New color design and new decorative pattern layout were the main things that
the weavers leaned and adopted to their work by applying new decorative pattern
layout into 1) their traditional textile product such as Sin sarong and Binge sarong and
2) their new products such as shawl and coverlid. However, the weavers still
conserved the traditional weaving pattern.

At present, Tai Sum Nua textiles made good business to middle person or
business sectors but The weavers were paid in low level like labor workers. The study
also found that the enterprisers and textile business had promoted Tai Sum Nua
textiles to be well known while disempowering local weavers since the weavers were
unable to be self reliance and earned money at the fair rate to depend on the business.



The major problem of this subject were lacking of any support from Laos authority,
especially, information, consultancy, and marketing support.

In the future, if there are any good management and development system to
strengthen the capacity of Tai Sum Nua local textile weavers, the weavers might have
power to negotiate the price with enterprisers and could have been got more benefit
and more fair cost.



