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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research, namely, Adaptation Process of Hilltribe
Novices Studying at Wat Sri Soda, were to study the social and cultural adaptation process of the
Hill tribe novices studying at Wat Sri Soda, and the factors affecting such adaptation. Data were
collected by the use of in-depth interviews, including participant and non-participant observations
within Wat Sri Soda of the temple areas. The key informants consisted of ten novices living
within Wat Sri Soda, including their teachers and friends. The collected data were examined,
then, identified according to the issues, grouped for further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

There were three sequential steps in the adaptation process of the novices studying a
Wat Sri Soda. Those were perception, implementation and acceptance. At the perception step,
the novices would perceive rules, regulations, practical pattern, roles, practical guidelines, and
responsibility leading to the next step. At the implementation step, they had to perform
themselves daily until they accepted their adapted behaviors permanently. However,
the researcher found that some novices had to leave the temple, when they expected to practice in

line with their perception, but could not perform and accept to adjust their behaviors.



There were three factors affecting the adaptation of the novices. Those were their
friends, environment and media. Their friends consisted of their upper-schooling classmates and
teachers, who have given them concern closely. Their environment was their accommodation and
facilities for living and studying. Various kinds of media became the stimulus and pulling factors
for them to adapt themselves successfully. While they, in return, had an aim to complete the

highest level of education with better quality of life.



