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ABSTRACT

The study of municipality under the direct mayoral election has the following objectives:
1) to study characteristics of political groups and power relationship between other groups in the
directly elected mayor form 2) to study structure and efficiency of municipality administration in
the directly elected mayor form 3) to study political participation of people in the directly elected
mayor form and 4) to study the municipality in the directly elected mayor form which is a form
or a system that can solve problems of the council — mayor form or not (also to find the way to
improve and correct the system).

For this study the data was collected by qualitative and quantitative means from 300 sample
questionnaires and from in — depth interviews of politicians and government officials (together 18
people).

The results of the study revealed that:

1. Characteristics of local political groups are they have a loose structure, informal
administrative pattern and the management authority which depends on the leaders of the groups.
The object of political party combination is for municipality election. And when the members of
the groups are not elected the groups will be dissolved. The competition of political groups in the
election shows that there are more races because the election has 2 levels which are mayor and
council election. The power and influence are also found in the election.

The conflict between the assembly and the administration has been reduced by dividing
up power. The relationship between politicians and government officials shows that government
officials suffer interference by politicians and the increase in personal administrative authority of

mayor causes growing dependence of government officials.



2. The directly elected mayor form, as used in municipalities, brings efficient to
administration because of the obvious dividing up of the power structure between the assembly
and the administrative departments. It also leads to mayors acting independently, decreasing
interference from the assembly, bringing about administrative stability, and proceeding with
policies which are given to the people.

3. In case of right using on the election in the directly elected mayor form shows that the
people’s participation is quite in a high rate. Because the people can choose mayors directly, their
personal choice and use of rights are put in force according to the 1997 constitution law. But
political participation in other cases is still at a low rate.

4. The directly elected mayor form is an appropriate administration for Phayao
municipality. It brings efficiency and a stable administration. But the issues of groups’
characteristics groups’ competition, and people’s participation find that there are not many
changes by the council — mayor form. Because there is little support from the municipality, the
political groups and the administration are still the same groups.

5. In order to build up efficiency of the directly elected mayor form, there has to be
changes in the law of municipality by assembly in cooperation as a sub — committee which (combined
from community representatives at all level such as specialists, retired government officials, mass
media, NGOs etc.) perform to listen to the local people’s opinion. Meanwhile these people have to
monitor the administration of municipality to promote the increase in people’s participation.

Moreover, the council of Phayao municipality’s meeting should be held at an appropriate
time such as in the evening because this is the period when the local people can more easily

participate (their working day is usually finished).



