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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to identify physical elements on shophouses’ fagade that are
perceived as traditional characteristics, in order to propose a suggestion for applying vernacular
characteristics on shophouses in Chiang Mai historic district. Photographs of shophouses in
various styles were taken and 54 were selected for the study. A sample of 304 Chiang Mai
residents was included in accordance with a proportion of gender and age group of the population.
They were asked to view scenes and rate each one according to how much they liked the
environment represented by the scene and then, provide a few words that best described each
scene. Preference rating scores were analyzed using Factor Analysis and scene descriptions were
analyzed using Content Analysis. Eight dimensions were extracted. According to the dimensions,
Chiang Mai people perceive a shophouse due to its certain elements. They are building style;
building size; number of building storey; mass of a building, such as solid and void; color and
color properties, such as bright; building material; building components, such as roof; surrounding
components, such as vegetation, and electric lines; component organization; such as order, and
untidy; spatial configuration, such as clearness; building age; lighting condition; temperature;
building function, such as residential, and commercial; and atmosphere. It was also proved that
people are able to perceive building styles of shophouses. They are new style, old style and

Modern style. Each style was perceived due to some specific physical elements. In order to



identify vernacular characteristic that people will be able to perceive, physical elements of the old
style were considered. Then, the suggestions for applying traditional characteristics on shophouses
from people perceptions and suggestions for improving the building regulations regarding

vernacular characteristics were proposed.



