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ABSTRACT

The White-crested laughingthrush dialect was analyzed from August 2005 to July 2006
at three main sites within Chiang Mai province: Maung, Doi Sa-ked and Chiang Dao districts.
The vocal communication was recorded and the behaviors of the birds were observed and
recorded. The recordings were analyzed as sonagram using the sound analysis computer program
Avisoft SASLAB Light. One hundred and eighty two element repertoires in nineteen groups were
found within four vocal structures. The structures are as follows: short sounds, phrases that
compound by elements, sentences that compound by elements and subsongs. In consideration of
the vocal structures and singing behaviors of the White-crested laughingthrush, vocal meanings
could be divided into two groups: calls that consist of alert, exciting, alarm and invitation; and
subsongs that consist of contact and mobbing. Also, playback experiments were performed to test
the response of the birds. The birds paid stronger attention to the mobbing subsong than others.
And the responses of local sounds and sounds from distant locations were not different.
Therefore, from the results of the playback experiments combined with the behaviors of the birds
in flocks, the variances in food, the lack of territory and, especially, the absence of a true song, it

could be concluded that the White-crested laughingthrush does not have a dialect.



