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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the effects of the local tourism development
in the area of Wiang Tai sub-district, Pai district, Mae Hong Son province, Thailand. The
objective could be divided into 3 intentions 1) to develop travel and tourism in the area, before
and after the tourism promotion policy, 2) to study the consequences of problems and conflicts on
the aspects of socio-economics and culture, 3) to find out the tendency to mitigate the negative
impacts, and suitable tourism management measures in the community. The primary data
collection was carried out via field survey, while the secondary data collection had been gained
through the use of academic documentation and research reports in conjunction with the field
survey data collection and mapping technique. Additionally, the questionnaires and official
interviewing formats as well as participatory observation and non.

From the results of this study, it can be concluded that the tourism industry in Pai District
has been developed alongside with the development of the road to Pai District since 1973, with
the beautiful natural resources and unique culture that attracts tourists. Later, in 1987, under the
tourism promotion policy of the government, tourism sites of Pai District have become known to
tourists who love nature and adventure. At that time there was no accommodation options at all
and everything was gradually established by local community villagers. In 1992, some, but not

yet many, outside businessmen began to lay down some investment. After 1997, real tourism in



Pai District started to take shape. The process of community development was stimulated by the
tourism promotion policy. Until 2002, the local people began to realize the rapid changes that had
taken place in environment, economy, society and culture.

The local changes that occurred led to both positive and negative impacts on the
community. Roads, public utility services, and social services were developed. Tourism has
expanded the community. Demand of land for living and trading has increased. Local people have
more work to do and have their choices of employment. Their income has grown along with the
higher cost of living.

Negative impact from tourism upon the community has been largely physical. Use of
land for living quarters, buildings and structures were mixed up, overcrowded, and out of order.
Rapid population increase resulted in inadequate infrastructure. More garbage, water pollution, air
pollution, and noise pollution from various entertainment complexes resulted in a negative impact
upon the environment of the community. Tourism, in general, led to a better economy for the
community as a whole. But looking at the income distribution, only a small group of people have
benefited from tourism, while the majority of the local people have been burdened with a higher
cost of living from more expensive consumer goods. Tourism has played a major role in the daily
life of the local villagers. It has accelerated the changes in their relationship and their culture of
helping each other. Conflicts in the community have taken place and transformed into social
problems. In addition, there have been problems with narcotic drug abuse, robbery, and
prostitution. The flood of foreign culture has resulted in differences in the culture of consumption,
dressing, language, value and belief. Attractive customs and traditions began to wane.

Development of the tourism industry so far has taken place in haste. Pai District was only
a small community that had many limits, which included acreage and management of natural
resources. The community has not yet received the right for tourism management. Problems and
impacts from tourism sites in Pai District could not be solved by simply the realization of the
community. Both businessmen and villagers need to learn that the concept of tourism
management needs both coordination and the cooperation of all sectors in order to look for the
right path for establishing balance between tourism development and sustainability of
environment and culture. Creating realization for the society by promoting human rights in

specifying trends of development, promoting the people in the society with knowledge and



understanding of culture and the way of life of the local people, and promoting tourism with

responsibility are the important keys in developing sustainable tourism in the future.



