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ABSTRACT

The proposes of the research were to study model of utilization and capacity of the areas
along Mae La River, the role and capacity of community in natural resc_;urde management and
development along Maé La River. Needs community participation in public area management in
order to make decision for the effect or problem in that community, and also set priority of
community needs in public area utilization, and to examine the relationship between public
participation and community need in order to recommend strategy of public area management
along Mae La River.

The methods of study were quantitative and qualitative analysis. The qualitative data were
collected by using observation, in-depth interview and focus group. The sample of study were three
hundred respondents from 4 community leaders and people who live along Mae La River for
quantitative analysis. The interview questionnaires consisted of biosocial data, need for public area
utilization and need for community participation. The statistic analyses were Pearson’s correlation
coefficient ~ and one-way ANOVA were performed to test the hypostasis utilizing SPSS for

window,



The research finding were as followed:

From the interview questionnaire, utilization of public area for tourism was firstly rated by
all respond;ents along Mae La River, natural resource conservation, agriculture, indigenous
knowledge-and consumption, respectively. High participation from community’s people who have
been living in upper Mae La River basin were found in brain storming in development plan. They
also expressed their willing to cooperate with non government organizations group in various
activities for public area management.

The needs for public area utilization along Mae La River were positively related to level
of need for community participation (P<0.01). ANOVA analysis also revealed significantly
differences in level of participation community due to characteristics of community (P<0.01) and
households’ in come (P<0.001)

Community participation in developing strategies for public area management was
recommended. Eco-tourism was importantly needed. In addition, following the sufficiency
economy theory and multiple agriculture which using organic fertilizer and non toxic technology.

These would match community needs and promoted community well-being as well.



