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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed to 1) study background and features of pollution
problems in Mae Tao Hal community, 2) explore the knowledge and understanding about the
pollution problems, and 3) figure out the participation of people in relation to environmental
management. The study was conducted through the interview with 102 houschold representatives
as the rescarch target population, including, community leaders and key informants as the sources
of information. Furthermore, the observations on community environment and people behavior
concerning on environment aspect were also done in order to complete the findings. Then, all
collected data were analyzed by narrative statistic using for percentage and means. In the
meanwhile, the knowledge and understanding of people, levels of participation, and other
opinions were evaluated by the content and descriptive analyses.

According to the study, it was found out that the major pollution problems were
referred to dust and smog, rubbish, and sewage which mostly caused in resiential area. The
knowledge and understanding of people towards the problems was rated at high, but it did not
agree with people’s performance at all. For example, the rubbish problem was, actually, occurred

due to the lack of proper categories and dispose of rubbish, People had still eliminated those



wastes by burning them. The knowledge and understanding of people towards pollutions came
from nearby communities, and the people, once, resisted rubbish dispose of Chiang Mai
Municipality.

Participation of the community in regard to environmental problem management was
rarcly found due to the lack of leaders and community ideal guiding people to get involve in
environmental problem management. Moreover, the majority had minded only their private
environment rather than public. Consquently, it was necessary for the community to provoke its
people to be aware of the environment in public scale rather than the private scale.

In conclusion, people in suburban community had indifferent knowledge and
understanding, and environmental management behavior to people in remote area. The findings
suggested that due to the rapid changes of environment, people in suburban community could not
adjust themselves with these changes. Therefore, there was no difference in terms of knowledge

and understanding, and environmental problem management between these two areas.



