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ABSTRACT

The Study Symbol on Coins and Medals of Thailand and The Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (1855-1954 A.D.) has twofold objectives.First of all, it aims to
generally analyse the meaning of the signs appeared on these objects. The Second
objective is to go in depth in selected coins and compare how both nations, during that
period,defined,differently or similarly, certain symbols existed in the objects. In this
regard, the researcher approached both Numismatics, a science which studies
historical,economic, and aesthetic aspect of coins, and symbol to read the hidden
meaning in the research objects.

Its findings show that during the course of that century Thailand had
developed more sophisticate coins and medals than Lao P.D.R. both in thems of
quantity and design.This reflects the interrelationship between the object and the
political power.Whereas the former state had gone through five reigns under two
distinct political systems, monarchy and democracy, the latter only experienced two
regimes, French colonial and Laos monarchy.In addition, only were coins
available. There was no medals produced in Lao P.D.R. at that time.

This clearly indicates that coins and medals were not politics free.Rather,
they were political objects that had particular function and associated with who ruled
the state and what dominant ideology the regime wanted to impress on its subjects.

However, the ideology in the form of symbol in the coins and medals was
not obviously and simply represented per se. It was instead wisely “immersed” into
the objects by adopting Hinduism and Buddhism which not only legitimated the Royal
authority but were most appropriated to the local contact.By doing so, many popular
beliefs in Tribhumikatha relating to the Royal charisma were highly employed in the
production of coins/medals in Thailand and also in Lao after independence.



