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ABSTRACT

Change of social identitics of the people in Hua Fai Community are connected with
social, political, and economic changes of Chiang Mai city. Emerging in the period of the
foundation of the city, and lasting until the period of Chao Chetton (the Seven Princes) the
identities were those of ethnicity, wat (temple) cornmunity, and craftsmen. The inhabitants of the
area were craftsmen supplying the markets with the products, and there provided taxes to the ruler
of the city.

This identities of the crafismen who lived around the war and having ethnic specialties
their crafts arose when such identities were accepted by people in other communities in
Chiang Mai.

The social identities of ethnic groups, therefore, appeared in the many ethnic
specialties such as silver smith, lacquer-ware makers, and leather crafismen, who lived in this
community,

The process of change of identity of Hua Fai Community began when the influence of
free-market or capitalism commerce came with the western colonialists. The ethnic group, who
had used exchanges of handicrafts and agricultural produces as a mean for social relations, now
adapted themselves to new patterns of commerce. Ethnicity was no longer as important as
commercial value. This occurred at the same time as expansion of the central government. Thus a
new identity emerged, a political one, that of being the inhabitant of Chiang Mai, a Chiang Mai

man,
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Expansion of money economy and expansion of the state led to reduction of the
importance of craftsmanship. Hua Fai inhabitants, therefore, became labors, especially in
informal labor or in the labor market.

Thus, the process of change of identity of Hua Fai and its people had many overlapping
dimensions,-ethnicity, wat community, craftsmen, informal labor, Chiang Mai citizen, and the
open space available to migrants.

The process of change of identity of Hua Fai people occurred once again with attempt
of the state to manage the city according to modern ways. There was modem city planning.
Economic expansion generated an expansion of informal sector. New social identity of Hua Fai
emerged, as the slum and slum dwellers.

The most significant change of identity has occurred since 1977 to the present. Itis a
change from that defined by the state to that defined by the inhabitants of the community
themselves. This change has also been assisted by outsiders.

It began with social welfare works by the middle-class people and the intellectual elites
who sympathized with the disadvantaged people. These social welfare works led to no
improvement in the social condition of Hua Fai people.

However, the middle-class people, the development workers, and the scholastic elites
have made Hua Fai inhabitants think, give new meaning of themselves and start communal
activities. These activities enable the people to give new meaning to themselves, from slum
people to informal laborer who have contribute greatly to the growth and development of the city.

Thus, they are full citizens who have equal rights to people outside the slum area.



