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ABTRACT

The @ objectives of this study were o) to collect  spirit
Folktales in Lanna, lo) to study the roles of spirit in Lanna Folktales
and o) to determine the fundamental idea about spirit existed in Lanna
Folktales by using sociological and anthropological idea  on socialization,
social organization and functionalism, Structuralism theory to be guideline
for the study. In this study, there were loeme) spirit folktales selected
and divided into lo features i.e. @blo tales with plot, incidents, characters
and places and && tales presented by describing the story.

The study revealed that Lanna spirit folktales could be divided
to & categories which were ) ancestors spirits, loo) protector and leader
spirits, ) possessive spirits, &) wild spirits, &) greedy spirits, )
predicting and playing  spirits, ¢)) silly spirits and clever humans, &)
cause describing spirits and &) husband and wife spirits. all actions of the
spirits shown in the stories demonstrated the important role of spirits on
the solutions to the conflict and regulation in the society, spirits and
education with social orders and discipline, spirits with the belief and

ceremony transition and spirits and uniqueness and local history building.



It was found that the role on education with social orders was the
most important and shown in all categories of Lanna spirit folktales.
This showed the essential purposes of story telling and spirit story
creating.

In addition, the roles of the spirits in Lanna  folktales also
reflected the basic idea on spirits remained and involved with Lanna
people. Thus, Lanna people saw that spirits and humans could meet, talk
and do various activities together. this showed the relationship on
friendliness ~ of ~ which both could find assistance and enemies who
harmed and took advantages on each other. However, in Lanna people’s sub
conscience, they realized that spirits were more powerful than humans and
they could ordain the wellbeing, happiness and wealth, in contrast they
could punish humans when they did anything inappropriately. Most of the
spirit’s roles in Lanna folktales, therefore, were as the examples or
warnings for Lanna people to behave following the social values and

traditions.



