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ABSTRACT

Cervical cancer remains a crucial health problem in Thailand. The effects of this
cancer affect the patients physically, mentally and socially. Depression is a significant problem
that these patients encounter and if the cases are not diagnosed or treated properly, this may lead
to suicidal attempts. This descriptive study aimed to examine the degree of depression and
suicidal ideation in cervical cancer patients. The population consisted of 218 cases of cervical
cancer at Lampang cancer center from March to June, 2008. The study instrument was a
questionnaire, which consisted of 3 parts: 1) Demographics data, 2) Beck Depression Inventory
IA (BDI-IA), and 3) Scale of Suicide ideation of Beck (SSI). The reliability of instruments were
obtained by Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and were 0.83, 0.81 respectively. The data were
analyzed by using descriptive statistics. These included frequency, percentage, mean, standard

deviation and chi-square test.

The results revealed that:

1) The degrees of depression ranged from very severe depression (11.94%), severe
depression (28.35%), moderate depression (17.91%), to mild depression (41.80%). The degrees
of depression were statistically significantly related to clinical staging (p < .05) and treatment

methods (p < .05).



2) The degrees of suicidal risk ranged from high (0.92%), moderate (2.75%), to mild
(96.33%). The suicidal risk was not related to clinical staging and treatment methods.
The findings can be used as basic information for nurses to plan appropriate care and

prevention programs for depression and suicide in cervical cancer patients.



